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Over the five years following the coup, 
at least 115 incidents of mass killings involving 10 or 
more civilians have occurred, resulting in 2,324 civilian 
fatalities. Approximately 65 percent of all deaths 
were caused by airstrikes.  

Kyauktaw Airstrike 
Raises Civilian Massacre 
Events to 115
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Period
February 1, 2021 to September 29, 2026

Incidents/events
On September 28, 2026, the airstrike 
carried out by the Myanmar Armed Forces 
(MAF) near the market named 
“India Market” and Kissapanadi Bridge 
in Kyauktaw Township, Rakhine State, 
resulted in the deaths of at least 50 
civilians. Since the 2021 military coup, 
at least 115 civilian massacres—defined by 
ISP-Myanmar as events with 10 or more 
civilian fatalities—have occurred, claiming 
2,324 lives in total. Roughly 65 percent of 
all fatalities were caused by airstrikes.

Locations
Massacres have occurred across the 
country, except for the Yangon Region.

Actors Involved
Myanmar Armed Forces (MAF) and 
armed resistance forces.

Types
Mass civilian deaths caused by 
armed assaults, arson, and/or airstrikes.

Status/Trends
The MAF was responsible for at least 110 
of these mass killing incidents, causing 
at least 2,227 civilian fatalities. 
Five incidents were committed by armed 
groups other than the MAF or its affiliates, 
resulting in at least 97 civilian deaths. 
Following General Ye Win Oo becoming 
Commander-in-Chief of Defense 
Services, the MAF launched large-scale 
offensives across the Kachin, Rakhine, 
and Karen fronts. Airstrikes and drone 
attacks have escalated, leading to 
ongoing mass civilian fatalities.

Risk Level
Civilians residing in resistance-controlled 
territories and areas experiencing intense 
military clashes face the highest risk of 
harm. Beyond civilian homes, religious 
buildings, hospitals, and schools are 
also being directly targeted, reflecting 
a severe breakdown in civilian protection 
measures during the conflict.

Implications
Targeting non-combatants yields dismal 
returns for victims and grave risks for 
perpetrators. Deliberate attacks on 
civilians swell death tolls and flatten 
homes, while steadily expanding 
the dossier of war crimes against 
those responsible. n

This Conflict & Security Tracker No. 2 (2026 Series) was published on October  1, 2026, as an English translation of the original
Burmese version released on September 30, 2026.
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Over 170 Fatalities from Mass Killings in Six Months
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KYAUKTAW INCIDENT

MYIT CHAY INCIDENT 
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On September 28, 2026, 
a MAF jet fighter dropped 
two bombs near the crowded 
“India Market” and Kissapanadi 
Bridge in Kyauktaw, Rakhine State. 
According to a statement 
released by the Arakan Army (AA), 
at least 50 civilians were killed, 
and nearly 60 others were injured.

On May 10, 2026, 
an MAF column with 500 troops 
entered Myit Chay town 
in Pakokku Township, 
Magway Region. 
Troops detained and 
executed local residents, 
resulting in at least 
50 civilian fatalities.

On August 31, 2026, 
armed forces killed 12 villagers, 

including the administrator, 
in Htan Ma Gyi village, 

Mahlaing Township. The local 
“Guardians of Mahlaing” 

resistance group claimed 
the victims were 

Pyusawhti and 
militia members,

 while the MAF identified 
them as civilians.

Killed by MAF airstrikes
Burned to death during the MAF troops’ column raid 
Killed by MAF heavy shelling
Killed during the MAF troops’ column raid
Killed by other armed forces

Types of Massacres Number of Deaths

10-23 individuals
23-76 individuals
76-170 individuals

In the six months following General Ye Win Oo’s appointment as Commander-in-Chief 
of Myanmar Defense Services, at least seven incidents of mass civilian killings occurred 
nationwide, resulting in at least 173 civilian fatalities. At least 111 of these victims were killed 
in airstrikes, with 64 of those airstrike fatalities occurring in Rakhine State alone. Across the 
five-plus years since the coup, at least 115 mass civilian killings have taken place, claiming 
2,324 lives. 
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Data from February 1, 2021 to September 29, 2026, is part of research conducted by ISP-Myanmar’s Conflict, Peace and Security 
Studies and is based entirely on open-source data. It may vary from other sources due to differences in methodology or data availability. 
ISP-Myanmar defines a massacre as an incident involving the killing of 10 or more civilians in a single event. All incidents include armed 
assault, arson, airstrikes, and other means.


