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KNU Controls 61 Percent of Karen State’s Territory

Four years after Myanmar’s military coup, the Karen National Union (KNU) and its armed 
wing, the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA), have established control over an 
estimated 61 percent of Karen State. Their influence has also extended into parts of the 
Tanintharyi and Bago Regions.

Data as of July 15, 2025. This is part of the research conducted by the ISP-Myanmar’s Conflict, Peace, and Security Studies. It may vary 
from other sources due to differences in methodology and data availability.
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The battle for the Ukayit Hta
military camp saw joint operations by the 
KNLA and allied People’s Defence Forces 
(PDFs). Following the camp’s capture, the 
KNU/KNLA now controls nearly 500 miles 
(800 km) of the Myanmar–Thailand border: 
over 340 miles (550 km) in the Karen 
State and over 150 miles (240 km) in the 
Tanintharyi Region.
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